DIOCESE OF GRAND RAPIDS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:
August 5, 2019 Annalise Laumeyer, director of communications
Phone: 616-551-5629 | 616-307-3474 cell

Email: alaumeyer@agrdiocese.org

The Diocese of Grand Rapids’ Office of Communications has issued the following statement from Most
Reverend David J. Walkowiak, bishop of Grand Rapids, in response to this weekend’s deadly shootings.

Once again tragedy grips our nation as members of two communities mourn the loss of innocent lives this past
weekend. This on the heels of another mass shooting just a week before. As my brother bishops state, “We can
never again believe that mass shootings are an isolated exception. They are an epidemic against life that we must, in
justice, face. God’s mercy and wisdom compel us to move toward preventative action.”

We must come together as one nation under God to pray for the deceased, support their loved ones and first
responders, and seek action that prioritizes the inherent dignity and respect of every person.

Click here to read the full statements from the USCCB on the shootings in EI Paso and Dayton.

The Diocese of Grand Rapids serves more than 191,000 Catholics, 80 parishes and 31 schools in an 11-county area of West
Michigan. For additional information visit our website grdiocese.org. Connect with the diocese on Facebook (Diocese of Grand
Rapids), Twitter (@GRDiocese), and Instagram (@GRDiocese).
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